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A RESOLUTION to honor William B. Russell, Jr. upon his
meritorious service to the Adoption Study
Commission.

WHEREAS,  it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to pay

tribute to those exemplary professionals who through their diligence and dedication have

contributed significantly to the protection and nurturing of this state’s most precious resource:

our children; and

WHEREAS, the Honorable William B. Russell, Jr., General Counsel for the Department

of Human Services, is one such outstanding citizen who is richly deserving of both our praise

and commendation; and
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WHEREAS, a native of Columbia, Tennessee, Mr. Russell received his bachelor of

science degree in business administration from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville in 1973

and earned his J.D. degree from the University of Tennessee School of Law in 1976; and

WHEREAS, after engaging in the private practice of law for approximately one year in

his native Columbia, Mr. Russell began his estimable career with the Tennessee Department of

Human Services in March 1977 as Assistant General Counsel with the Region VI office in

Columbia; and

WHEREAS, in this important position, he represented the department with acumen and

alacrity in thirteen counties in child abuse and neglect cases, adoptions, adult protective

services, day care licensing cases, and administrative hearings relative to food stamps, AFDC

and medicaid eligibility; and

WHEREAS, in October 1985, Mr. Russell’s unique talents earned him promotion to

Associate General Counsel in the department’s state office; and

WHEREAS, there he distinguished himself through his astute supervision of the

department’s litigation unit; and

WHEREAS, as he turned in his usual brilliant performance, he also advised state

program policy staff on legal issues of concern in Social Services, Family Assistance and

Rehabilitation Services; reviewed pending legislation and advised program staff concerning the

possible effects of such legislation; reviewed personnel matters and proposed disciplinary

actions and represented the department before the State Civil Service Commission; and

WHEREAS, in October 1991, Mr. Russell assumed the monumental duties of Acting

General Counsel for the Department of Human Services; and

WHEREAS, he continued his essential duties as Associate General Counsel, while also

assuming the responsibilities and the leadership role of General Counsel, which included

representing the department before the General Assembly on legislative matters of concern;

and
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WHEREAS, a year later, Mr. Russell’s dedication and impeccable performance secured

his permanent appointment as General Counsel; and

WHEREAS, he has earned the universal respect and admiration of both his peers and

members of the General Assembly alike because of the diligence, expertise and sagacity with

which he approaches each appointed task; and

WHEREAS, as General Counsel, Mr. Russell is responsible for reviewing all department

programs and the overall administration of the litigation unit and child support legal staff; he also

prepares legislation for introduction in the General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, in addition to performing each of these duties with competence and probity,

Mr. Russell has been of invaluable service to this body for the past two years as staff attorney

and member of the Legislative Drafting Committee for the Adoption Study Commission; and

WHEREAS, in this vital position, he has worked assiduously and with perception and

integrity to ensure greater logic and equity in Tennessee’s adoption statutes; and

WHEREAS, in addition to his meritorious service with the Adoption Study Commission,

Mr. Russell has also served with industry and proficiency as a member of the Child Abuse Task

Force and the Adult Protective Services; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING,

That we hereby honor William B. Russell, Jr., Esquire upon his meritorious service to the

Adoption Study Commission, and commend him upon his exemplary career as an attorney with

the Department of Human Services, including his present position as General Counsel.  We

thank him for a job well done and wish him much continued success in his future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


